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We are delighted to invite you to join us in Birmingham in September 2017 for the
65" SVPCA and 26%* SPPC. This third circular provides important information
about registration and abstract submission, and updated information on venues and
the programme, including the field trip.

Many thanks to our sponsors, The Palacontologica
ONE and Transmitting Science for theigess
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Registration 1s open now, through the University of Birmingham online shop:

|

Registration

http://bit.ly/2q1Y473




We have endeavoured to keep registration costs broadly in line with those from recent
years. For organisational simplicity we are not offering a SVPCA only registration
this year, as SPPC will not take place on a separate day.

Optional additional costs during registration include the annual dinner (£38),
the Workshops (£10), the field trip (£28) and t-shirts (£ 10). More details on each 0
these are given below.

Please note that the UoB online shop is not able to collect d
requirements during registration. Please email R Bu =
(r.butler. l @bham.ac.uk) if you need to zag
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programme content will be based solely on the review process.

Annual Dinner
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SVPCA Workshops

Hstorical biogeography using BioGeoBears
Led by Paul Upchurch (UCL), this workshop will provide a practical introduction to
this popular R package. Participants should bring their own laptop, and should
ensure that it has R (and, if preferred, RStudio) installed, as well as the packages
BioGeoBears, optimx, FD, snow and parallel. Participants should have at least v
familiarity with R.

Measuring morphological dwersity (disparity) using dasas
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T-shirts

cotton t-shirt. They Wlll be available in a range of sizes ($
purchased in advance during the registration process —
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claimed retrospectively from the Palaeontological Association on the production of
receipts. The award pays a maximum of £250 and can be used to pay for travel to
the meeting, the conference fee, accommodation, and subsistence, but not optional
extras (field trip, conference dinner). Criteria for selecting awardees and details of
how to apply are provided on the SVPCA website (http://svpca.org/jones-
fenleigh.php). Applications are due by 30t June 2017. Note that this date is
earlier than indicated in the first circular, in order that successful applicaa
informed of their award ahead of the registration and abstract subgal§
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Palaéo
We are in discussions with the Palaecocast team about the possibility of live-streaming
and recording talks, as they have done at other recent conferences such as EAVP and
PalAss More mformatlon will be provided in subsequent circulars. However if YOU _ggs




Travel — Getting to Birmingham

By train
Birmingham New Street Station 1s the largest railway station in the city centre. It is a
major destination from London Euston, Glasgow Central and Edinburgh Waverley
(with Virgin Trains), as well as numerous other stations across the UK (with service
from CrossCountry and London Midland operators). Alternatively, thercsa
to Birmingham Moor Street and Snowhill (also in the Clty centre) oL
Marylebone (operated by Chiltern Rallways) pa Y
booking online, check the websites: http 4
https:/ /www.thetrainline.conmiBiCasees
guarantee the best priggs '
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By coach _
National P peratfcrs service from
many i fjust to the east of

the g;

e V¢ Sta bn.
hnsport/by-train/.

As antl ive, there are tax@available Wld the co® from the airport to the city
centre should vary between £20 and £50 depending on destination and traffic.
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By car
Distances from selected other major cities in the UK to Birmingham, by road:
Manchester—Birmingham: 140 km (86.5 miles) via M6
Liverpool-Birmingham: 160 km (99 mlles) via M6

Bristol— Blrmlngham 156 km (97.4 mi



Travel — Getting to the University of Birmingham

Public transportation in Birmingham

The University of Birmingham 1s located on a campus in Edgbaston, a couple of
miles south of the city centre, and is best accessed by rail. The campus has its own
train station, called University (Selly Oak station is also in a reasonable walking
distance). From New Street station (in the city centre) or Five Ways statign
southwest of the city centre), trains to Longbrldge/ Redditch stop A
stations, and usually run every 10 minutes. Trainsto i€

stop at University. The journey time fropas .
minutes, and around three :
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streetS' strd®nding the campus®More 1nfd @ ation o parking is available at:
https:/ /intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/has/sustainable-travel/car-parking.aspx

Visitors to campus are requested to park in the following locations:
- North East Car Park Multi Storey (access via Pritchatts Road) Sat
Postcode B15 2SA




Accommodation

Birmingham offers a diverse range of hotels, youth hostels, and Airbnb options.

Meeting attendees should make their own accommodation bookings, but we provide
some general information here. In general, we recommend staying in the city centre
or along Broad Street, where there are a greater variety of restaurants, pubs and
nightlife. :

The University of Birmingham does have acgg
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venues. Possible options close to Birmingha
Premier Inn, Waterloo St, B2 5PG
Macdonald Burlington Hotel, Burlington Arcade, B2 4JO
Hotel Ibis, Ladywell Walk, B5 4S'T
Holiday Inn, Smallbrook Queensway, B5 4EW
Raddison Blu, Suffolk St, B1 1BT




Premier Inn, Bridge St (with canal views), B1 2JR

Airbnb will also have city centre options. There are also a couple of youth hostels
located in the city centre: Hatters Hostel and Birmingham Central Backpackers.
Hotel options in the Jewellery Quarter, just west of the city centre, may also be worth
investigating.




Information repeated from previous circulars

Host Committee

Richard Butler (chair), Ivan Sansom, Jon Clatworthy, Susannah Thorpe, Stephan
Lautenschlager, Roger Close, Plamen Andreev, Daniel Cashmore, Emma Du D@
Pedro Godoy, Andy Jones, Juan Benito Moreno. ;

SVPCA Steering Committee
Richard Butler (chair)

Sansom, Richard 458

SEPC presen jons (AM®, Avon Room, UoB
Half day workshops (AM), Earth Sciences, UoB

Special symposium (PM), Avon Room
Icebreaker (PM), Lapworth Museum, UoB

Tuesday 12" September:

Wednesday 13" September: Poster presentations (PM),
Annual auction (PM), Old§

Thursday 14" September:




Scientific Programme

For the open SVPCA sessions (Wednesday 13%, Thursday 14%), there will be three
options for those who wish to present original scientific research: (1) Platform
presentations, of 15 minutes length; (2) Posters; (3) Lightning talks, of five minutes
length.

The afternoon of Tuesday 12t will feature a special symposium on
‘Macroevolution in the Vertebrate Fossil Record’, with invited speakgcusi
and overseas giving extended length (30 minute) talks that hi hl gl
of research in this area. Speakers will includggd goper(N\}
(Bath), Anjali Goswami (UCL), Jasones
Graeme Lloyd (Leeds), Jona ifc
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"find and other awartls. Please S@rt thinking about potential donations of
books, reprints, artwork, t-shirts, casts, models, dinosaur toys, and the weird and
wonderful! You can bring donations with you to the meeting, or they can be sent in
advance to Dr Richard Butler, School of Geography, Earth and Environmental
Sciences, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT.
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Social Media and Website

meeting
Twitter



Logo

The logo of the 2017 SVPCA meeting features a pterosaur clinging to one of the faces
of the clock of the iconic ‘Old Joe’ tower, which lies at the heart of the UoB campus.
The logo was designed by Dr Plamen Andreev, a postdoctoral researcher in
vertebrate palacontology at UoB, and the pterosaur was inspired by a reconstruction
of Eudimorphodon by Todd Marshall.
Old Joe is the tallest free-standing clock tower in the world, a well
landmark in south Birmingham, home to a breedmg pair of percod
much loved by UoB students, even having itseg S
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